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domes and half-domes. The Achmetie boasts
no fewer than six minarets, each enwreathed
with three galleries, from one of which the clear
tones of the Muezzin pealing out of the shining
vault, like a divine summons, calls the people to
prayer. Every royal mosque is marked by the
adjunct of two minarets, and several of them
"possess four, but the Achmetie alone has six.
It is to be hoped that, whenever the Russians
are in possession of Constantinople, they will
not pull down those light and beautiful struc-
tures, which, rising from an undergrowth of r
domes, produce a singularly fortunate effect,
analogous to that which we observe in our
pleasure grounds, where the cypress or the
Lombardy poplar spires up from a thicket of
round-headed shrubs.

The court of the Achmetie is surrounded by
a cloister, the pillars of which consist of many-
coloured marbles, (fortunately not white-washed),
supporting arches each of which is crowned by
a low dome. In the centre stands a hexagonal
fountain, the dome of which rests upon six